
 

Matthew 18:21-35  
“Settling Debts”                                           April 18, 2025 

  
1. How Many Times? 

2. Master & Servant 

3. Servant/Fellow Servant 

4. How Many Times? 
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Good Friday                                                               April 18, 2025 
*Please stand as you are able      Bold Items are read in unison 

Invocation & Opening Prayer 

First Lenten Reading                                                                Matthew 27:45-56 
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 
46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, 
put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him 
alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50 And when Jesus had cried out 
again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and 
the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised 
to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the 
holy city and appeared to many people. 54 When the centurion and those with 
him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, 
they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 55 Many 
women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from 
Galilee to care for his 
needs. 56 Among them 
were Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James 
and Joseph, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s 
sons. 

 

* Opening Hymn – O World, See Here Suspended . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Red #79 



Confession of Sin & Declaration of Grace: Dear Heavenly Father, we bow 
before You to confess that we have sinned against You in our words, 
actions and our thoughts.  We come to ask Your forgiveness and to seek 
Your great mercy.  We come to You in the merits of Jesus Christ, not our 
own.  Look not on our sins, or our iniquity, but wash us in the blood of 
Jesus Christ so that we may be clean before You.  This we pray in Jesus' 
name, Amen. 

Confession of Faith                                          Augsburg Confession – Article III 
It is also taught among us that God the Son became man, born of the Virgin 
Mary, and that the two natures, divine and human, are so inseparably 
united in one person that there is one Christ, true God and true man, who 
was truly born, suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried in order to be 
a sacrifice not only for original sin but also for all other sins and to 
propitiate God’s wrath.  The same Christ also descended into hell, truly 
rose from the dead on the third day, ascended into heaven, and sits on the 
right hand of God, that he may eternally rule and have dominion over all 
creatures, that through the Holy Spirit he may sanctify, purify, strengthen, 
and comfort all who believe in him, that he may bestow on them life and 
every grace and blessing, and that he may protect and defend them against 
the devil and against sin.  The same Lord Christ will return openly to judge 
the living and the dead, as stated in the Apostles’ Creed. 

Old Testament Lesson - Isaiah 52:13-53:12                                       (see insert) 

Hymn – He Was Wounded for Our Transgressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Red #77 

Responsive Reading - Psalm 22                                                         (see insert) 

Hymn – Jesus Only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Red #504 

* Gospel                                                                                   Matthew 18:21-35 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags 
of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered 
that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he 
begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, 
canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him 
and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 “His 
fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 

pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into 
prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had 
happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that 
had happened. 32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ 
he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t 
you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his 
master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all 
he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Sermon – Settling Debts . . . . . Pastor Barry Nelson 

Hymn – Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Red #70 

Second Lenten Reading                                                          Matthew 27:57-66 
57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked 
for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the 
body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that 
he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the 
tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there 
opposite the tomb. 62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that 
while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So 
give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his 
disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been 
raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” 65 “Take a 
guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 66 So 
they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting 
the guard. 

* Lord’s Prayer   Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

* Benediction & Three-fold Amen (sung, p. 5)  Amen, Amen, Amen. 
* L: Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  
* C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



Old Testament Lesson                                                            Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly 
exalted. 14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him—his appearance 
was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond 
human likeness--15 so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their 
mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they 
have not heard, they will understand, 1Who has believed our message and to 
whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a 
tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was 
despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him 
in low esteem. 4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, 
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression 

and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he 
was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 
punished.  9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet 
it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD 
makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his 
days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After he has suffered, he 
will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant 
will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a 
portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because 
he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For 
he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Responsive Reading                                                                               Psalm 22 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish?  
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 
by night, but I find no rest.  
3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the one Israel praises.  
4 In you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.  
5To you they cried out and were saved;  
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.  

6 But I am a worm and not a man,  
scorned by everyone, despised by the people.  
7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 
8 “He trusts in the LORD,” they say,  “let the LORD rescue him.  
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”  
9 Yet you brought me out of the womb;  
you made me trust in you, even at my mother’s breast.  
10 From birth I was cast on you;  
from my mother’s womb you have been my God.  
11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near, and there is no one to help.  
12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.  
13 Roaring lions that tear their prey open their mouths wide against me.  
14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me.  
15 My mouth is dried up like a potsherd,  
and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.  
16 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me;  
they pierce my hands and my feet.  
17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me.  
18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.  
19But you, LORD, do not be far from me.  
You are my strength; come quickly to help me.  
20 Deliver me from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.  
21 Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.  
22 I will declare your name to my people; in the assembly I will praise you.  
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 
Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 
24 For he has not despised or scorned, the suffering of the afflicted one;  
he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.  
25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly;  
before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows.  
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied;  
those who seek the LORD will praise him—may your hearts live forever!  
27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD,  
and all the families of the nations will bow down before him,  
28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations.  
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will 
kneel before him— those who cannot keep themselves alive.  
30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord.  
31 They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet unborn:   
(Unison:) HE HAS DONE IT!  



Old Testament Lesson                                                            Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly 
exalted. 14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him—his appearance 
was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond 
human likeness--15 so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their 
mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they 
have not heard, they will understand, 1Who has believed our message and to 
whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a 
tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was 
despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him 
in low esteem. 4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, 
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression 

and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he 
was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 
punished.  9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet 
it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD 
makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his 
days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After he has suffered, he 
will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant 
will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a 
portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because 
he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For 
he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Responsive Reading                                                                               Psalm 22 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish?  
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 
by night, but I find no rest.  
3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the one Israel praises.  
4 In you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.  
5To you they cried out and were saved;  
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.  

6 But I am a worm and not a man,  
scorned by everyone, despised by the people.  
7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 
8 “He trusts in the LORD,” they say,  “let the LORD rescue him.  
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”  
9 Yet you brought me out of the womb;  
you made me trust in you, even at my mother’s breast.  
10 From birth I was cast on you;  
from my mother’s womb you have been my God.  
11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near, and there is no one to help.  
12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.  
13 Roaring lions that tear their prey open their mouths wide against me.  
14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me.  
15 My mouth is dried up like a potsherd,  
and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.  
16 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me;  
they pierce my hands and my feet.  
17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me.  
18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.  
19But you, LORD, do not be far from me.  
You are my strength; come quickly to help me.  
20 Deliver me from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.  
21 Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.  
22 I will declare your name to my people; in the assembly I will praise you.  
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 
Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 
24 For he has not despised or scorned, the suffering of the afflicted one;  
he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.  
25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly;  
before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows.  
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied;  
those who seek the LORD will praise him—may your hearts live forever!  
27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD,  
and all the families of the nations will bow down before him,  
28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations.  
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will 
kneel before him— those who cannot keep themselves alive.  
30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord.  
31 They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet unborn:   
(Unison:) HE HAS DONE IT!  


