
Preparation for Worship: Heavenly Father, help us to remember that we belong 
to you. Touch us, heal us, bless us. Walk with us daily that we may have the 

courage and faith to meet all life’s challenges. Amen. 
*Please stand as you are able   Bold Items read in unison 

GATHERING  We come together to worship God 

Welcome and Announcements 
Invocation/Call to Worship: As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise 
you more and more. My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds, of your 
saving acts all day long. (Psalm 71:14-15) 

Opening Prayer                                                                                    
* Opening Hymn – Come, Thou Almighty King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Red #135 

Confession of Sin: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess to You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.  Therefore, we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant us 
forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to 
the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Response:(sung,#205, v. 4) He sent His Son with pow’r to save, From guilt 
and dark-ness, and the grave: Won-ders of grace to God be-long; Re-peat 
His mer-cies in your song. 

Declaration of Grace 

Prayers of the Church (P: Lord in Your mercy C: Hear our prayer.) 

WORD   We seek guidance from God’s Word  

Psalm 47                 Responsive Reading 
Ephesians 1:15-23       Epistle 
* Matthew 28:11-20       * Gospel 

* Confession of Faith (Philippians 2:5-11): [In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:] Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as 
a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on 
a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

* Gloria Patri: (sung, p. 4)  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen, Amen. 

*Offertory (sung, p. 33 for melody) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from your presence: and take 
not Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation: 
and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 

Children’s Sermon  
Hymn – Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Red #314 
Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 
Sermon – Established Thrones . . . . .  Pastor Barry Nelson 

SENDING We go out to live in & share God’s Word 

* Closing Hymn – Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Red #154 
* Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

* Benediction & Doxology: (sung, p. 24 for melody)  Praise God, from whom all 
bless-ings flow; Praise Him, all crea-tures here be-low; Praise Him  
a-bove, ye heaven-ly host: Praise Fa-ther, Son, and Ho-ly Ghost. A-men. 

* Dismissal L: Go in Peace, and Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stirring Up a Life With Meaning 

When Winston Churchill once dined at a prestigious London restaurant, he tasted his soup 
and promptly sent it back to the kitchen. “It has no theme,” he complained. 

A good soup, he insisted, should have a theme. The same can be said of many things that 
matter: a good book, a meaningful concert, a memorable film, a powerful sermon, a beautiful 
work of art. 

It is also true of a good life. 
Joan of Arc, the French martyr, declared, “God must be served first.” That was her theme. 

St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians that he desired to know nothing among them except Jesus 
Christ (1 Corinthians 2:2). That was his theme. Again and again, we see that every truly 
devoted Christian lives with a central, guiding focus — an overriding theme. 

That realization invites a personal question: What is ours? 
Pastor and psychologist Dr. Curtis Nigh offers this challenge: “If the heart does not have 

a noble or goodly theme, then it develops an anti-theme.” In other words, if we do not 
intentionally shape our lives around what is good and holy, something lesser will quietly take 
its place. 

To be a Christian is to embrace a compelling, Christ-centered theme. It shapes our 
priorities, our decisions, our relationships and our hope. It is not simply an idea we admire — 
it is the heartbeat of a life lived for God. 



This Week in the Parish  -  May 17 - 24 

WEDNESDAY  7:30 pm  First American WMF 
FRIDAY   Newsletter Deadline! 
SUNDAY  9:00 am  Worship at First American  

10:45 am Worship at Hope  
3:00 pm  Lutherans for Life meeting at FA 

 
Rejoicing in your presence & gifts – May 10, 2026 

First American: General—$1360. AFLC Bible College—$50. Sun School—$32. 
Benevolence—$60. Budget per Sunday—$2068.     

Happy Mother’s Day! We warmly greet all who have come to worship God. 
Your presence will enhance our worship experience and our fellowship together. 
Please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Barry and sign our guest register 
as you leave. 
Prayer in our corporate worship service is very important. To maintain a current prayer list, requests 
for non-members will be in the bulletin for three weeks. For additional time, please send an update to 
Pastor Barry. New additions will be underlined, and those scheduled to come off will be in italics. 

Health Needs of our Members: Mike Fechner. Allan Hale. Dawsyn Johnston. 
Bob Kurtz. Robert Kurtz. Norma Mogck. Sue Neumeister. 
Health Needs: Mike Brezina (Tripp Community). Richard Jones (father of 
Melissa Schmidt). Karalin Lyons (cousin of Katy Brock). Renee Marsh (Tripp 
community).   

Sympathy: Prayers of comfort for the family & friends of Marleen Eidsmoe (wife 
of Col. John Eidsmoe from AFLC), Gary Frank (friend of Mike & Lila Fechner), 
Sharon Ulmer (former Hope member) and Dennis Ziebart (uncle of Craig 
Hauser). 

Birthdays: 20 Russ Dozark. 22 Brian Mogck.   

AFLC Churches: Stronghold Lutheran, Trenton, MI; Westaker Free Lutheran, 
Newfolden, MN; Our Savior’s Free Lutheran, Stanley, ND. 

Mission: Ronald McDonald House Sioux Falls, SD         
              

Military Personnel:  
Andrew Hanson: Hope member. Stationed 
in Kentucky; Army. 

Austin Lien: nephew of Glenn & Tammy 
Ziegler.  Stationed in Washington; Navy 

Dalton Fischer: brother of Malorie Walz. Stationed in Germany. National Guard. 
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300 S. Carpenter   PO Box 459      200 S. Wilson   PO Box 127 
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Today’s Readings 

May 17, 2026                                          The Ascension of Our Lord 

Psalm 47 
1 Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 
2 For the LORD Most High is awesome, 
    the great King over all the earth. 
3 He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. 
4 He chose our inheritance for us, 
    the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.  
5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
    the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. 
8 God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 
9 The nobles of the nations assemble   as the people of the God of 
Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly 
exalted. 

Epistle                                                Ephesians 1:15-23 

15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving 
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 
better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of 
his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably 
great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not 
only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed 
all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Lessons – May 24, 2026  Old Testament – Numbers 11:24-30   Psalm 25:1-9 
New Testament – Acts 2:1-8,12-21,40-41   Gospel – John 7:37-39 

Gospel                                                 Matthew 28:11-20 
11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into 
the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had 
happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and 
devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling 
them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole 
him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the 
governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the 
soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story 
has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day. 16 Then 
the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” 

* Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. * C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sermon Text: Old Testament          Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 
9 “As I looked, 

“thrones were set in place, 
    and the Ancient of Days took his seat. 
His clothing was as white as snow; 
    the hair of his head was white like wool. 
His throne was flaming with fire, 
    and its wheels were all ablaze. 
10 A river of fire was flowing, 
    coming out from before him. 
Thousands upon thousands attended him; 
    ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 
The court was seated, 
    and the books were opened. 
13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a 
son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given 
authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every 
language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 
will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed. 



 

Tripp 
Community  
Vacation 
Bible School 

 

A Community VBS sponsored by  
First American Lutheran Church, Friedens Reformed Church  

and Hope Lutheran Church 
Held at Friedens Reformed Church – Tripp 

June 15 - 19, 2026 
Monday 8:15am-12:00pm 

Tuesday – Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 
Closing Program: 

Friday, June 19 at 7:30pm 

  

Register Online!  

Use QR code or go to 

www.fahope.org/vbs 

The Lord is my shepherd;  

I shall not want.  

He makes me lie down in green pastures.  

He leads me beside still waters. - Psalm 23: 1-2 

 

Daniel 7:9-10;13-14 
 “Established Thrones”                                 May 17, 2026 

 
 
 
 

  
1. Ancient of Days  

2. Court In Session 

3. Son of Man  


